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WHAT better
measure of how
successful our
approach to drugs is
there than counting

the number of people who die
accidentally as a result of a drug 
overdose?

It’s a grim task that Penington
Institute has completed for a
second year as part of our
International Overdose Awareness 
Day campaign.
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and yet the death toll kee
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further into a cycle of crime and 
poverty. We need to do more to 
give these people the chance to 
recover.

A renewe

to shift to a health-focused 
approach — this isn’t going soft on 
drugs, it’s getting smart on drugs.

There are great gains to be had
if we make targeted investments in 
a health-led approach to this crisis.

The renewed call to establish a
trial injecting centre in Richmond 
is the latest in a long line of 
compassionate and sensible public 
health proposals to better tackle 
this problem.

The namesake of the 

engage with people in the crisis of 
addiction. 

The modestly funded Needle 
and Syringe Program is an 
example of a highly effective 
health-centred approach. 

It has done an effective job of 
protecting the community from 
bloodborne viruses such as 
hepatitis C and HIV. You only have
to look at the United

chemist to get their dose — often
more costly than the drugs they are
trying to escape.

So the question to ask is: Why
would people trapped in crisis-level
addiction want to move over to
treatment? We need to make
treatment an attractive option.

When people are addicted thei
ability to
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people commit to afford drugs.
Reducing barriers around 

medical treatment is one simple 
measure that will provide people 
addicted to drugs with better 
pathways out of a cycle of criminal 
activity and incarceration. 

This is not only a compassionate
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